
An early inscribed gold ring from the Argolid 
(PLATE VIII) 

For Miss L. H. Jeffery 
This paper publishes a gold ring until recently in 

private hands in the United States. The former owners, 
private persons with no scholarly background, brought 
the ring to the present writer's attention upon learning 
that he had some knowledge of Greek inscriptions. The 
one deplorable fact is that this ring was removed from 
its context, so that much of its scientific value is forever 
lost to us. Nonetheless, the damage was done by others 
years ago, and its owners deserve praise for making the 
ring available for study. The dedicatory inscription on it 
is an invaluable example of early Argive script. The 
details of acquisition are unclear. I have been able to 
ascertain only that the ring was acquired in ancient 
Mycenae from some Greeks who claimed to have dug it 
up in the area. As will be seen, in all probability it comes 
from the Argive Heraion. 

Physical description: Gold finger ring decorated on 
the outer side with three grooves articulating two 
dentilated bands (PLATE VIIIc). A dedicatory inscription 
completely encircles the ring on one side, the front; the 
back is plain. A crack and repair (?), probably of ancient 
origin, are visible on the back (PLATE VIIId); they 
continue through to the front and partially obscure the 
second letter of the dedicator's name. While the teeth of 
the bands show considerable wear, the letters of the 
inscription are quite fresh and free from wear. This 
suggests that the ring was worn for some time before it 
was inscribed at the time of its dedication. 

Weight: 4-808 grams 
Diameter (at outside): 0-022 m. 

(at inside): o-oi8 m.2 
Thickness (measuring from inscribed face to back): 

0-003 m. 
Height of letters: c. 0-003 m. 

SW o pt t' YrF o f A n DA Ns 

!--FplKviSac aveOEKE: 

01161o AEu ev9OVI F ciat: 

The dotted alpha is the letter which has been 
damaged by the crack in the ring. The vertical and 
horizontal of the letter are clear and are exactly like the 
vertical and horizontal of the alpha of FEPAI which just 
precedes. The area above the horizontal has been 
battered so that the upper slanting stroke is not at all 
clear. In some lighting conditions the upper part of the 
letter takes on a rectangular shape, a shape which 
conforms to no letter of the early Argive script. Alpha 
seems to be the correct reading. 

The lettering represents the earliest form of the 
Argive alphabet3 and suggests a date around the middle 

1 This ring is now part of the collection of the J. Paul Getty 
Museum (accession number 85.AM264). I wish to thank S. Dow, 
L. H. Jeffery, A. L. Boegehold, and G. Nagy who have generously 
shared their expertise. 

2 This diameter would fit either a man or a woman of today 
depending on which finger the ring was worn and the size of the hand. 
It would be rather small for most men and somewhat large for many 
women. Since the ancients were generally smaller in stature, the ring 
size suggests that this ring originally belonged to a man. 

3 This entire discussion depends on L. H.Jeffery's invaluable study, 

of the sixth century BC or even somewhat earlier. Iota to 
express the 'on-glide' , between iota and a following 
vowel went out of use by the end of the sixth century. 
The shape of rho, namely Jeffery's pi, which appears 
twice, does not occur often after the beginning of the 
sixth century. The present lettering is close to Jeffery's 
no. 3 on plate 26 of the late seventh century and nos. 7, 9 
on plates 26-27 ofc. 560. Note that the shapes H and Y 
with open tops are new; they may well be generated 
here by the difficulty of incising on a small convex 
surface. 

Since san and mu are indistinguishable in the Argive 
script at this early date, the first line might alternately be 
read FaFpIKvl6a p' aVEeKE. However, this would be odd 
for a feminine nominative in Argive dialect, where one 
would expect an ending in omega. 

The name of the dedicator, 'AFpIKvilas, is hereto- 
fore unattested. The -FP- formant is paralleled in 
Argive &Fp1TreuE for later &apFiEuE.4 This might be 

Argive dialect for an unaspirated name, AsiplKvi5asc or 
'ApptKviSas,5 which also are unattested. 

This dedicatory inscription takes its place as one of 
the earliest of all Argive texts. The letters, despite their 
very small size, are well made, and the inscription was 
planned to fill the entire space available. The points of 
punctuation are carefully placed exactly opposite one 
another, dividing the ring and the text into halves. The 
dedicator's name and the verb occupy one half; the 
name of the goddess and her epithet the other. Each 
contains eight syllables. While the inscription does not 
quite make a dactylic hexameter (the name won't scan), 
the dative clause nicely reproduces the close of the epic 
hexameter from the feminine caesura. Recall Iliad i 572: 

PTTTpi ypiA) E'TTi|pa (pEpcov AEVUKCoAEVC "Hpi. 

The epithet leukolenos, regularly applied to Hera in 
Homer, is not attested in inscriptions from the Argive 
Heraion. It is, however, known among the earliest 
dedicatory inscriptions from the sanctuary of Hera at 
Perachora.6 

Rings are one of the most frequent finds at the Argive 
Heraion. Some 6oo are recorded;7 almost all are of 
bronze and all are uninscribed, humble offerings of 
humble folk. The present gold ring is unique-an 
unusually fine and elaborate offering. Miss Jeffery 
wondered per litteras 'whether the dedicator may have 
been a Macedonian? That could account for the odd 
unusual name, perhaps, and thegold offering. Alexander 
I of Macedon (family 'Apye6aSat) claimed descent from 
Argos.' 

STEPHEN V. TRACY 
Ohio State University 

The local scripts of archaic Greece (Oxford I96I), particularly 151-3. 
4 See C. D. Buck, The Greek dialects (Chicago 1955) 51. 
5 I owe this suggestion to L. H. Jeffery (per litteras), who adduces in 

support of this (possibly) added initial aspirate Argolic Ei (=AT) and 
EalaKACaTrrit (=AicarKAariT). See Buck (n. 4) 55. 

6 H. Payne, Perachora I (Oxford 1940) 256-66, nos. I and III. 
7 Charles Waldstein, The Argive Heraeum II (Boston 1905) 250-64. 

A like number of bronze rings were found at the sanctuary of Hera at 
Perachora (Payne [n. 6] 178-80). Twenty gold rings were also found 
in the geometric deposit associated with the temple of Hera Akraia at 
Perachora ((Payne [n. 6] 73-4)). Payne comments (73): 'With one 
exception, a ring of thin gold wire, these are all strips of beaten gold, 
the ends of which are joined not by soldering, but by folding them 
into each other.' These gold rings were made especially for dedication; 
none is inscribed. 

NOTES 196 



JHS cvi (I986) JHS cvi (I986) 

(a) Circe with companions of Odysseus, who have been transformed into different animals. Attic Black-figured 
Kylix, 550-525 BC. Courtesy Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. 

I LIt 

I ,l - l F' 3 _, t 

(b)-(e) Inscribed gold ring from the Argolid. Courtesy of Paul Getty Museum. 

A CONVENTION OF METAMORPHOSIS IN GREEK ART (a). 
AN EARLY INSCRIBED GOLD RING FROM THE ARGOLID (b)-(e). 

(a) Circe with companions of Odysseus, who have been transformed into different animals. Attic Black-figured 
Kylix, 550-525 BC. Courtesy Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. 

I LIt 

I ,l - l F' 3 _, t 

(b)-(e) Inscribed gold ring from the Argolid. Courtesy of Paul Getty Museum. 

A CONVENTION OF METAMORPHOSIS IN GREEK ART (a). 
AN EARLY INSCRIBED GOLD RING FROM THE ARGOLID (b)-(e). 

PLATE VIII PLATE VIII 


	Article Contents
	p.196
	[unnumbered]

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Journal of Hellenic Studies, Vol. 106 (1986), pp. 1-294
	Front Matter [pp.283-285]
	Alexander the Great and the Decline of Macedon [pp.1-12]
	Early Greek Elegy, Symposium and Public Festival [pp.13-35]
	Homeric Words and Speakers [pp.36-57]
	'What Leaf-Fringed Legend...?' A Cup by the Sotades Painter in London [pp.58-70]
	The Origins of the Classical Style in Sculpture [pp.71-84]
	The Origins of Modern Pindaric Criticism [pp.85-98]
	The Chieftain Cup and a Minoan Rite of Passage [pp.99-110]
	On Some Academic Theories of Mathematical Objects [pp.111-120]
	The Temple of Apollo at Didyma: The Building and Its Function [pp.121-131]
	Political Activity in Classical Athens [pp.132-144]
	The Philosophy of the Odyssey [pp.145-162]
	Fifth-Century Tragedy and Comedy: A Synkrisis [pp.163-174]
	Notes
	The Second Stasimon of Sophocles' Oedipus Tyrannus [pp.175-179]
	The Location of Tabai (Periplus Maris Erythraei 12-13) [pp.179-182]
	A Convention of Metamorphosis in Greek Art [pp.182-183]
	Laispodias Andronymios [p.184]
	Two Herodotean Dedications from Naucratis [pp.184-187]
	Where Three Roads Meet: A Neglected Detail in the Oedipus Tyrannus [pp.187-190]
	Prometheus Desmotes 354 [pp.190-191]
	The Diolkos [pp.191-195]
	An Early Inscribed Gold Ring from the Argolid [pp.196-196]

	Library Supplement: The Wood Collection [pp.197-200]
	Notices of Books
	untitled [pp.201-202]
	untitled [pp.202-203]
	untitled [p.203]
	untitled [pp.203-204]
	untitled [pp.204-205]
	untitled [p.205]
	untitled [p.206]
	untitled [pp.206-207]
	untitled [p.207]
	untitled [pp.207-209]
	untitled [p.209]
	untitled [p.209]
	untitled [pp.209-210]
	untitled [pp.210-211]
	untitled [p.211]
	untitled [pp.211-212]
	untitled [pp.212-213]
	untitled [p.213]
	untitled [pp.213-214]
	untitled [pp.214-215]
	untitled [p.215]
	untitled [pp.215-216]
	untitled [pp.216-217]
	untitled [p.217]
	untitled [pp.217-218]
	untitled [pp.218-219]
	untitled [pp.219-221]
	untitled [pp.221-222]
	untitled [p.223]
	untitled [p.223]
	untitled [pp.223-224]
	untitled [pp.224-225]
	untitled [pp.225-226]
	untitled [p.226]
	untitled [pp.226-227]
	untitled [pp.227-231]
	untitled [p.231]
	untitled [pp.231-233]
	untitled [p.233]
	untitled [pp.233-234]
	untitled [pp.234-235]
	untitled [p.235]
	untitled [pp.236-237]
	untitled [p.237]
	untitled [pp.237-238]
	untitled [pp.238-239]
	untitled [p.239]
	untitled [p.240]
	untitled [pp.240-241]
	untitled [pp.241-243]
	untitled [p.243]
	untitled [p.244]
	untitled [pp.244-245]
	untitled [p.245]
	untitled [pp.245-246]
	untitled [p.246]
	untitled [pp.246-247]
	untitled [p.247]
	untitled [pp.247-248]
	untitled [pp.248-249]
	untitled [p.249]
	untitled [pp.249-250]
	untitled [pp.250-251]
	untitled [pp.251-252]
	untitled [p.252]
	untitled [pp.253-257]
	untitled [p.257]
	untitled [pp.257-258]
	untitled [p.258]
	untitled [p.258]
	untitled [p.259]
	untitled [pp.259-261]
	untitled [pp.262-263]
	untitled [pp.263-264]
	untitled [pp.264-265]
	untitled [pp.265-266]
	untitled [pp.266-267]
	untitled [p.268]
	untitled [pp.268-269]
	untitled [p.269]
	untitled [pp.269-270]
	untitled [pp.270-271]
	untitled [p.271]
	untitled [pp.271-273]

	Books Received [pp.274-282]
	Museum Supplement: Greek Antiquities from the Wellcome Collection: A Distribution List [pp.286-294]
	Back Matter





